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Welcome to the 11" CBEES Annual Conference!
Knowing Eastern Europe and the Baltics

Sodertorn University, Stockholm

4-5 December 2025

At a time when knowledge is increasingly contested and fragmented, this year’s
conference invites critical reflection on how knowledge is produced, situated,
and challenged—particularly in relation to Eastern Europe and the Baltics.
Through panels, roundtables, and individual presentations, we explore shifting
epistemic landscapes, geopolitical tensions, and the emergence of new ways of
knowing.

We look forward to engaging discussions and shared insights across disciplines.

Please note:
Please check if your name and affiliation are correct. In case any corrections in
your name/affiliation are needed, please submit them exclusively through the
online form: hitps://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/riwp23twEQ no later than 13
November 2025, 8:00 (CET, Stockholm time). We kindly ask that these
changes are not sent via email or other channels.

Thank you for your submissions and contributions to the programme!


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/rjwp23twEQ

CBEES Conference Board

e Per Bolin | Professor of History and the Director of the Centre for Baltic and East European
Studies (CBEES) at Sodertérn University

e Joakim Ekman | Professor of Political Science

e Johanna Mannergren | Professor of Political Science and International Relations,
Research Leader at CBEES

e Julia Malitska | Senior Researcher in History, Research Leader at CBEES

e Ramona Rat | Senior Researcher in Philosophy, Research Leader at CBEES

Administrative Coordination
e Cagla Demirel | Postdoctoral Researcher at CBEES, Academic Event Organiser at CBEES
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4 December (Thursday)

Welcome!
Time/Venue | Foyer MB 4
8888 Registration & Welcome Coffee
Conference Opening
09.00- = Ylva Faltholm | Vice-Chancellor of Sédertérn University
09.15 = Sara Packalén | Research Director; the Foundation for Baltic and East European Studies (Ostersjéstiftelsen)
= PerBolin | Director of the Centre for Baltic and East European Studies (CBEES) at S6dertdorn University
L . Encounters between
Finding a Voice from Dynamics of Catholic Humanitarians
the Periphery: Young Russification and - and Displaced Persons
Scholars in Central Cultural Amnesia in Visions of Europe: Peripheries and after the Second World
Session 1 and Eastern Europe Soviet Ukraine Borders, I'Reff)rms, and Empires in Imaginaries War as Sites of
Institutions and History-Writing  Knowledge Production
Panel Panel
(Organised by Hana (Organised by Susanna Panel
Rigicova) Witt) (Organised by Francesco
Zavatti)
Time/Nenue MB416 MB503 MB313 MB505 MA624
(Wolin) (Oland) (Svarta ladan) (Gotland) (Osel)
?0226 Chair: Hana Rig¢icova Chair: Susanna Witt Chair: Joakim Ekman Chair: Per Bolin Chair: Francesco Zavatti
' (Charles University) (Stockholm (Sédertérn University) (Soédertérn University) (Sédertérn University)
University/Sodertdrn . .
University) Discussant: Natalia
Shlikhta
(National University of Kyiv-
Mohyla Academy)

= Karolina Hajkova
(Charles University)
TBA

= Susanna Witt
(Stockholm
University/Sodertdrn
University)

= Sandra Hagelin
(University of Tartu)
Entangled Borders
as a Discursive
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= Khrystyna Semeryn
(Aalto University)
Mapping the
Invented:

= Viktoriia Serhiienko
(German Historical
Institute Warsaw)
Escaping “the



Zuzana
Jarolimkova
(Charles University)
TBA

Martina Kolska
(Charles University)
TBA

Hana Riéicova
(Charles University)
TBA

The Ukrainian
Journal Vsesvit as
Cultural Mediator
During the Late
Soviet Era

Valentyna Savchyn
(Lund
University/Sodertorn
University)

Shadow Dictionaries:

The Silent Battle for
Ukrainian Synonyms

Lada Kolomiyets
(Dartmouth
College/Sédertorn
University)

The Roles of
Pseudo-Editors and
Pseudo-Translators
in The Soviet
Ukrainian Book
Market

Practice in
Governmental
Communication

Viktor Pashchenko
(Zhytomyr Polytechnic
State University)
Reforms in Ukraine:
Universalist
Background,
Particularist
Limitations

Joanna Mellquist
(Malmé University)
(co-author Adrienne
Sorbom, Sodertdrn
University)

Informing and
Influencing the
European Union
Climate Change
Agenda: Resources
and Practices of
Central and Eastern
European Non-State
Actors in Brussels

Epistemologies and
Entanglements of
Ukrainian
Geographical
Imagination in the
Late 19t and the
Early 20" Centuries

Thapanee
Tubnonghee
(Independent
Researcher)

First Written
Representation of
Siam in the Eye of an
Austro-Hungarian
Expeditor in Janos
Xantus' Utijegyzetek
Sziambadl (1877)

Roman Melnyk
(Ukrainian Catholic
University)
Contesting by
Renaming the
Region: Eastern
Galicia Between
Poland and Ukraine
After the Collapse of
the Habsburg Empire

Iryna Papa
(Ukrainian Catholic
University/Ukrainian-
Scandinavian Center)
«En by med mange
navne»: What the
Danes Learned
About Lviv After

Motherland’s Call”:
Ukrainian Refugees in
Postwar Germany and
the Vatican, 1945—
1952

Jessica Stroja
(Griffith University)
Australian Catholic
Faith-Based
Humanitarianism and
Displaced Persons:
Intersections Between
Australian
Humanitarianism,
Catholic Relief, Policy,
and Religion in the
Post-War World

Francesco Zavatti
(Sodertdrn University)
Seeking Refuge and
Alliances:
Microhistories of
Romanian Displaced
Fascists’ Postwar
Encounters with
Roman Catholicism



Reading Danish

Newspapers in 1914-

1915

TBC
10.50- Fika/Coffee break | Foyer MB 4
11.10
Teaching Eastern
Europe in Sweden Bosniak Experiences " Bet “Uni P
. . . 1. Geopolitics, etween niversa
SR CLETT of Genocide Denial in Knosv,edge (Anti-)Gender Politics  and “Descriptive”:
Session 2 Geopolitical Upheaval a Post-Truth . and Knowledge Decentering Narratives
Landscape Production, and P : ar
Roundtable . v roduction and Pluralizing
(Organised by Julia Panel Racializations of Al Methodologies
Malitska and Yuliya (Organised by Adisa Avdic
Yurchuk) Kasmus)
Time/Venue MB416 MB503 MB313 MB505 MA624
(Wolin) (Oland) (Svarta ladan) (Gotland) (Osel)
e Chair: Julia Malitska Chair: Adisa Avdi¢ Chair: Chair: Chair:
' (Sodertdrn University) Kismiis
(Ankara Yildirim Beyazit
University)

= Julia Malitska
(Sdédertérn University)

= Andrej Kotljarchuk
(Uppsala University)

* Thomas Rosén
(University of
Gothenburg)

= Emina Zoleti¢
(University of Warsaw)
Second-Generation
Memory Activism as
a Counter-Narrative
to Genocide Denial

» |brahim Fevzi
Guven
(Karabik University)
They Wrote So the

= Jelena Savic
(Uppsala University)
Gypsy ex Machina:
Search Engines as
Ignorant Data
Governing Epistemic
Agents

= Muhammad Tayyib
(Kaunas University of
Technology)
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= Roberto Kulpa
(Edinburgh Napier
University)
Queer Epistemics
in/of the Central and
Eastern Europe:
Geopolitics of
Knowledge, Science
and Legitimacy in the

= Daria Vilkova
(Taras Shevchenko
National University of
Kyiv)
Decolonial
Knowledge in the
Shadow of War:
Ukraine as Epistemic
Actor in Reimagining
Eastern Europe



TBC
12.40-
14.00

Barbara Tornquist-
Plewa
(Lund University)

Yuliya Yurchuk
(Sodertorn University)

World Would Know:
War Diaries and
Memoirs Against
Denial

= Adisa Avdic¢
Klismius
(Ankara Yildirim
Beyazit University)
Grassroots Memory
Politics: How the
Srebrenica Mothers
Reframed Bosnia's
Post-Genocide
Discourse

Conference Lunch | Venue: Restaurant Allé Elva, Sédertérn University Library, 4™ floor

Situated Al and
Epistemic
Sovereignty in Data
Governance and
Knowledge
Production in the
Baltics and Eastern
Europe

Roman
Cherepakhin
(Vytautas Magnus
University)

How Generative Al
Narrates the Past of
Eastern Europe and
the Baltics

Struggles over
Gender & Sexuality

Elzbieta Korolczuk
(Sédertérn University)
A Pathway Toward
Democratic Decline:
the Anti-Gender
Politics of Knowledge
Production.

Josipa Saric
(University of Kent)
Remembering
Croatia’s 2015
Reparation Law for
Victims of Wartime
Sexual Violence: The
Relevance of
Feminist Legal
History in Croatia
and the Post-
Yugoslav Space

Valeria Korablyova
(Charles University)
Beyond “Great
Cultures” and “World
Music”: Decentering
Musicology Through
the Case of Ukraine

Jorg Hackmann
(University of
Szczecin/ International
Center for
Interdisciplinary
Studies, MOBI)
Between Scylla and
Charybdis:
(Neo-)imperialism
and Methodological
Nationalism as
Pitfalls of
Contemporary
Discourses on Baltic
and East European
History



Keynote Lecture

Time/Venue | MA624
14.00- Renata Salecl
15.00 Senior Researcher at the Institute of Criminology at the Faculty of Law in Ljubljana and a Professor at the School of Law, Birkbeck College,
London, United Kingdom
15.00- .
15.20 Fika/Coffee break | Foyer MB 4
et o el e el Studying Societies and Geopolitical Epistemologies
_ A o?-o‘:::t?:;aina&ritir?coH?:tf Embodied Knowledge Everyday Life under and the Russo-Ukrainian
Session 3 PP g "Y' through Literature and Art  Authoritarianism in Wartime War
of Eastern Europe
Eastern Europe

Time/Venue MB416 MB503 MB313 MB505

(Wolin) (Oland) (Svarta ladan) (Gotland)
1228 Chair: lIzabela Dahl Chair: Chair: Andrei Stsiapanau Chair: Julia Malitska

(Sodertérn University)

= Hanna Mazheika
(University of Turku)
"...the part of Russia under
the control of the King of
Poland': Ruthenians of the
Grand Duchy of Lithuania in
Early Modern Foreign
Accounts

= Alesia Mankouskaya
(SSEES, University College
London)
Forgotten Influence: Jesuit
Colleges of the Eastern Part

Camilla Larsson
(Sodertdrn University)

The Green Lesson:
Magdalena Abakanowicz's
Fiber Art in Sweden circa
1970

leva Melgalve

(University of Latvia)
Palimpsestic Knowledge:
Science and Mythology in
the Case of Laimdota Malle
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(Sodertérn University)

» Margalita Japaridze
(Tampere University)
Critical Reflections on
Knowledge Production,
Youth and Peace in
Georgia

» Andrei Vazyanau
(European Humanities
University)
Researchers and the
Making of the New Iron

(Sodertdrn University)

= Andreas Umland (co-
author Martin Kragh)
(SCEEUS, The Swedish
Institute of International
Affairs)
How Russian Security
Thinking Previewed
Aggression Against
Ukraine: A Quantitative
Text Analysis of
Sentiments in Periodicals
of Russia’s Military-




16.50-
17.10

of the Grand Duchy of
Lithuania. Theatre, Education
and Connection with
European Culture

Marta Grzechnik

(University of Gdansk)
Conquerors of Seas and
Oceans, Mosquitos and
Malaria. Colonial Knowledge
Production and Global
Positioning - The Case of
Poland

Aniela Radecka
(Jagiellonian University)

The Fragile Everyday: War,
Womanhood, and
Resistance in
Contemporary Ukrainian
Literature

Katalin Halasz

(Brunel University of London)
The Bell Rings
film/Affective Atmospheres
of Nationalism: Embodied
Knowledge and Aesthetic
Interventions in Eastern
Europe

Curtain: Case of Studying
Everyday Life in Belarus

Almira Ousmanova
(European Humanities
University)

Under the Scopic Regime
of Invisibility: Producing
Knowledge in the
Conditions of Exile,
Migration and POLITICAL
Repression (The Case of
Belarus)

Arnold Khachaturov
(Center for Russian,
Caucasian, and Central
European Studies, CERCEC
EHESS)

Counting the Dead: The
Micropolitics of Casualty
Measurement in the
Russia-Ukraine War

Fika/Coffee break | Foyer MB 4

11

Industrial Complex, 2009—
2021

Alyona Hurkivska
(National Academy of
Sciences of
Ukraine/Sodertorn University)
Competing Epistemic
Paradigms and the Russo-
Ukrainian War: Realist,
Liberal, and Constructivist
Interpretations (2014—
2022)

Anna Balazs
(Sédertérn University,
CBEES)

Russians Go Home?
Geopolitical
Epistemologies on the
Hungarian Right

Mariana Barchuk-Halyk
(Center for Civilians in
Conflict, CIVIC)

When Language Becomes
a Checkpoint: Why
Ukrainian Is a Matter of
Security in Wartime
Ukraine




The Importance of and Need
for Marginalized Voices in
University Research and

De-centered Knowledge of

Belarus in Flux:
Authoritarian Adaptation,
Exiled Opposition, and

Data, Methods and
Knowledge Production on

ion 4 . Philosophical and Literary ; ;
Sessio Teaching Figures Regional Perceptions Migration During the War
Panel Panel
(Organised by Yulia Gradskova) (Organised by Tatsiana
Chulitskaya)
Time/Venue MB416 MB503 MB313 MB505
(Wolin) (Oland) (Svarta ladan) (Gotland)
1;18 Chair: Yulia Gradskova Chair: Chair: Tatsiana Chulitskaya Chair: Anna Balazs

(Sodertérn University)

= Liaisan Sahin
(Marmara University)
Who are Crimean Tatars? A
Note on Late Discussions in
Turkish Turcology

= Ella Rossman
(University College London)
Feminist Knowledge and

Contemporary Slavic Studies:

A Missing Chapter

= Yulia Gradskova
(Sodertdrn University)
Soviet History from an
Intersectional Perspective:

Reviewing What Do We Know

and How Do We Teach

= Nicholas Lawrence
(Sodertorn University)
Knowing the Human
Through Salomon
Maimon's Journey from
"the Woods of Lithuania"

= Ksenia Shmydkaya
(Tallinn University)
Theorizing Epistemic
Defeat: Stanistawa
Przybyszewska as a Failed
Knowledge Actor

= Lars Kleberg
(Sédertoérn University,
CBEES)
Chekhov as Explorer: The
Journey to Sakhalin
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(Vilnius University)

= Tatsiana Chulitskaya
(Vilnius University)
Promoting Good
Governance in
Authoritarian Belarus: Who
Learns From Whom?

= Alesia Rudnik
(Karlstad University)
Telegram for Autocrats:
Mapping Belarusian
Propaganda’s Content,
Infrastructure, and
Audience Engagement

= Ekaterina Pierson-
Lyzhina
(Université libre de Bruxelles)
Intra-Oppositional Alliances
in Exile: Resource
Mobilisation, Agency, and
Bridge-Building in the
Belarusian Opposition

(Sodertorn University)

= Hannah Grondelaers
(Ghent University)
‘Witnessing’ Through
Photovoice in Multi-Scalar
Ethnography with
Ukrainian Women
Traveling Back and Forth
Between Belgium and
Ukraine

» Lidia Kuzemska
(Forum Transregionale
Studien)
Politicization of Migration
Data During Russia-
Ukraine War

= Svitlana Balinchenko
(H. Skovoroda Institute of
Philosophy, NAS of Ukraine)
Propositional Adaptability
of Scenarios Through
Knowledge-Related Filters:
Present-for-Future and




Anton Saifullayeu
(University of Warsaw)

The Belarusian Question in
Polish Politics: Strategies
and Consequences

Future-for-Present
Modeling During the War

Time/Venue | Restaurant Allé Elva, Sédertérn University Library, 4™ floor
18.50-
21.00 CBEES Conference Dinner

Please be aware that the conference dinner is limited to invited attendees who have confirmed their attendance during registration.

After a productive first day, join your colleagues for a festive evening.
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5 December (Friday)

ggg' Welcome Coffee | Venue: Foyer MB 4
Decentering Gender,
: Knowledge Production, and
i The Production of ’
Constructing and Mediating .G.°".e.r"'"9 Naliure_? . Knowledae durina the Cold Migration Policy making in
Session 5 “East” and “West” Legitimizing and Resisting wiedge during the Baltic Sea region
Extractivism War
Panel
(Organised by Teresa Kulawik)
Time/Nenue MB416 MB503 MB313 MB505
(Wolin) (Oland) (Svarta ladan) (Gotland)
(1)?88 Chair: Chair: Rositsa Kratunkova Chair: Julia Malitska (Sodertérn ~ Chair: Sarian Jarosz (Migration
' (Sodertdrn University) University) Consortium/NOHA)

= Maja Davidovié¢
(Cardiff University)
‘Neither Honor nor Vital
Interests’: The “East” as a
Site of Experimentation for
International Fact-Finding

= Tatiana Shchyttsova
(European Humanities
University)
Revisiting the Narratives of
“In-Betweenness” in Times
of the New Imperial War in
(Eastern) Europe: A
Belarusian Perspective

= Daniela Monsportova
(Charles University)
Constructing “The East” in
Times of War: Czech and

= Luca Sara Brody (E6tvos
Lorand University/Sédertérn
University)
Infrastructures of Care:
Women’s Everyday Food
Practices in Rural Hungary

= Virginia Brenner Music
(Sédertérn University)
Rivers of Resistance.
Transnational
Environmental Movements
and New Epistemologies
From the Western Balkans
Challenging Epistemic
Hierarchies

= Mirko Nikolic
(Sédertérn University)
Witnessing and
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* Natalia Shlikhta
(National University of Kyiv-
Mohyla Academy)
How to Learn About
Religious Persecutions in
the USSR During the Cold
War: A Story of One
Meeting that Changed
Everything.

» Rita Zara
(University of Latvia)
Knowing the Other Side:
Latvian Folklore Studies
Divided by the Iron Curtain

= Digne Udre-Lielbarde
(University of Latvia)
Folklore Studies in Exile:
Baltic Scholarship and the

= Teresa Kulawik (Soédertorn
University)
Policy Knowledge and
Gender: The Case of
Family Migration in
Germany

= Martin Joormann (Karlstad
University/Sodertdrn
University)
Family Migration and
Gender Expertise in
Swedish Migration and
Integration Policies Since
the 1990s

= Karolina tukasiewicz
(University of Warsaw) and
Marta Kindler (University of
Warsaw)




Slovak Discursive Identity-
Making After 2022

Nataliia Kovtun
(University of Bern)
Narratives, Contexts,
Actors: How the Swiss
Media Report on the
Language Situation in
Ukraine

Documenting
Environmental Injustice in
the Western Balkans: The
Quandaries of Artistic
Research in the Context of
Evolving Extractivism

= Irina Seits
(Sédertorn University)
The Pasts that Fuel the
Futures: Instrumentalising
Petro-Legacy at the VDNH
“Rossija” Forum-Exhibition
2023-2024

AABS During the Cold War
Era

Sanshiro Hosaka
(International Center for
Defense and Security)
“Intermediate Targets” in
Soviet Intelligence
Operations: The KGB,
Détente, and US Arms
Controllers

Gender, Knowledge
Production and Integration
Policy Making in Poland

Sarian Jarosz (Migration
Consortium/NOHA)

Queer Without Borders.
Double Standards at the
Polish Borders with Ukraine
and Belarus

11.00-
11.28 Fika/Coffee break | Foyer MB 4
Printing and Digitalization: -
Old and New technologies in Materiality and Heritage Contested Pasts, Competing Gender, Medicine, and
Session 6 Historical Knowledge- between Past and Present Narratives, and Actors Knowledge in Imperial
making Contexts
Time/Venue MB416 MB503 MB313 MB505
(Wolin) (Oland) (Svarta ladan) (Gotland)
] ;'28' Chair: Chair: Irina Seits Chair: Sylwia Szymanska- Chair:

Arina Stoenescu
(Sodertorn University/Lund
University)

Typography: A (Printed)
Matter for Propaganda in
Communist Romania 1948-
1989

Svitlana Pidoprygora
(University of Innsbruck)
Ukraine Before 1991 in

(Sodertdrn University)

= Gatis Ozolins
(University of Latvia)
Unfinished Past: Reflecting
on the City

= Barbara Dudas
(Independent researcher)
From Socialist
Monumentality to Retro
Backdrop: Epistemic Shifts
in the Afterlife
15

Smolkin (Sédertérn University)

Piotr Szlauzys
(Independent researcher)
Erasing and Remembering:
Competing Historical
Narratives in the U.S.
Recognition of Lithuania,
1918-1922

Paris Pin-Yu Chen
(University of Birmingham)
The Politics of Land

Roiala Mamedova
(University of Pardubice)
Emancipation from Above:
Gendered Knowledge,
Ideological Violence, and
Women’s Agency in
Stalinist Azerbaijan
Cansu Gakir

(Sodertdrn University)
Decolonizing Medical




12.50-
14.00

International Comics:
Silences, Stereotypes, and
Shifts

Justyna Pierzynska
(University of Vaasa)

The Politics and Effects of
New Technologies in the
Museum: Historical
Knowledge Mediation
Through VR and Hologram
Technology

leva Weaver

(University of Latvia)
Historians and the Digital
Turn: A Latvian Case Study
on Digital Literacy,
Methods, and Knowledge-
Making

of Gyula Hincz’s Murals and
Tapestries

liga Valodze Abelkina
(University of Latvia)

Latvian Folklore Ensembles
and Their Initiatives Against
Russia's War in Ukraine

Restitutions and Estonian
Diaspora Subjectivity,
1980s-2000s

Dorota Hall

(Polish Academy of Sciences)
Counter-Histories and the
Limits of Epistemic Resistanc
Among Poland’s Minority
Christian Churches

History: Ottoman Medical
Professionalization and the
Legacy of Dr. Besim Omer
Pasha

Yana Kirey-Sitnikova
(Independent researcher)
Lack of Accomplishment,
Barriers in Access, or
Epistemic Injustice? The
Underrecognition of the
Contributions of
Tsarist/Soviet Researchers
to Intersex and Transsexual
Medicine

Conference Lunch | Venue: Restaurant Allé Elva, Sédertorn University Library, 4th floor

End of Conference

Thank you for participating!

Safe travels!
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Please note:
o To ensure that all updates are processed efficiently and accurately, please submit any

changes exclusively through the online form: https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/riwp23twEQ.
¢ We kindly ask that changes are not sent via email or other channels.

We appreciate your submissions and contributions to the programme and
look forward to welcoming you to the conference at Sodertorn University in
December!

SODERTORN UNIVERSITY | STOCKHOLM CBEES CENTRE FOR BALTIC AND
sh.se EAST EUROPEAN STUDIES
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